
REPORT OF THE SENIOR PASTOR Church Council  January 24, 2013 
 

Highlights since our last meeting:  
• We received 34 new members in 2012. 
• Our 8:30/11:15 sanctuary worship services have had 35 new visitors this year.  11 of our new members this 

year joined at these worship services. 
• Through PORT we served the homeless in our facility with rave reviews (again!) for the “real plates and 

utensils” provided for our guests.  We extend a special word of thanks to Jim King for his tireless and 
passionate service to those in need. 

• Upward Basketball hosts over 100 children again this year.  We are grateful to Jim Rogers for his leadership. 
• Our music for Advent:  our choirs’ A Celebration of Carols on Dec 16 and our children and youth choir 

presentations.   A special word of thanks to Page Williams for her exceptional leadership 
• Our Christmas Eve services with a visit from St Nicholas at 5:30 (thanks to Pastor Jessie for her leadership), 

8:30 Lessons and Carols by our adult and youth choirs, and 11 pm Candlelight Communion 
• Our children, youth, and young adult holiday gatherings 
• Special thanks to Linda McLawhorn along with Sharon Ellis, and Vanessa Scezsny for their great leadership of 

our Sunday evening Children’s Fellowship 
• Our young adults participated in our Virginia Conference’s Young Adult Mission Trip to the Bahamas in 

ministry with orphanages and other outreach (Bobby Boyd, Ed Skarke, and Veronica Umali) 
• We began the year with Holy Communion (Jan 6) and the Congregational Renewal of the Baptismal Covenant 

(Jan 13). 
 

I will be rescheduling CReW (Children Ready for Worship) Workshop that postponed due to a funeral.   
 

Our Finance Committee has worked hard in discerning the best way forward for our 2013 budget given the challenge 
we face.  We celebrate the generous response of our people to our Lay Leader Fred Townsend’s invitation to support 
our 2012 apportionments, with a total of over $37,000.  We had budgeted to pay about 25% of our apportionments in 
2012; with this generous support we now record over 65% payment.  I have shared with our leaders my suggestions for 
possible additional payment on this obligation and have appreciated their consideration.  We appreciate the good 
leadership of our Church Council Chair Valerie, our Finance Chair Jim, and our committees as we discern together the 
best way forward given our current financial challenges. 
 

We bid fond farewell’s to our Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries Bobby Boyd and our Emergent Worship 
Music Director Bekah Wilson.  Both have provided wonderful leadership in the further development of our ministries.  
We will miss them and wish them well in the future as they follow the call of Christ in their lives.  We welcome Karri 
Harwick as our interim Emergent Worship Music Director. 
 

Our 2013 budget proposal provides no funding for a Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministries and Director of 
Children’s Ministries.  The Senior Pastor and Associate Pastor are bringing staff leadership to these ministries in 
support of our volunteers: 
 Senior Pastor:  Children, Family, and Young Adult Ministries 
 Associate Pastor:  Youth Ministries 
 

Our Capital Campaign team has been meeting with our consultant, Rev. Jeff Knauer of Kirby-Smith Associates.  
Under the leadership of Jason Vincelette, Jeff has guided the team to a creative and promising plan to make this the 
final campaign to retire our mortgage debt. 
 

Our Strategic Vision Planning continues with two committees helping to bring clarity to 1) the cultural change we 
desire and 2) the structural changes and our discipleship making process in keeping with our mission, core values, and 
vision.  We look forward to their guidance. 
 

We continue to pray for Pastor Jessie and wish her well as she prepares for her interview for ordination as Elder.  We 
also continue to hold Donna Jones in our prayers.  She is a true inspiration to us all as she perseveres in her service to 
her Lord among us. 
 

Pastor Jessie and I continue a sermon series of our Core Values through February 10. 
 

In keeping with our emphasis this year on our Core Value:  to grow spiritually, you are invited to share in our daily 
devotional, church-wide study, and small groups for Lent.  Pastor Jessie, Carole Stockberger, Annette Pomeroy and I 
offer 4 small group opportunities. 
 

             Pastor Bill 


